
HERE’S HOW THE SOY CHECKOFF WORKS

FARMER SELLS BEANS TO FIRST PURCHASERS:    
• ELEVATORS
• PROCESSORS
• GRAIN DEALERS

1/2 OF 1% OF THE TOTAL  
SELLING PRICE GOES TO THE  
KENTUCKY SOYBEAN BOARD 

                   HALF OF 
         THOSE FUNDS
 STAY IN KENTUCKY 

WHERE THEY ARE INVESTED BY 
KENTUCKY FARMERS* INTO 

 RESEARCH

EDUCATION

MARKETING

THE OTHER HALF GOES TO THE 
NATIONAL CHECKOFF

Led by volunteer soybean farmers•, 
the United Soybean Board invests and 

leverages soy checkoff dollars to 
MAXIMIZE PROFIT OPPORTUNITIES 

for all U.S. soybean farmers.

RETURNS TO THE FARMERS’
BOTTOM LINE
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Officially named    
agricultural research  
and promotion programs
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financed by agriculture 
commodity producers 
and handlers via per-unit 
assessments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funds raised go toward 
research, promotion and 
education initiatives, all 
aimed at driving demand for 
U.S. agricultural products
 
 
 
 
 

There are currently  
more than 20 commodity 
checkoffs from beef to dairy  
to pears, including soy   

CHECKOFFS
GENERATING DEMAND. BUILDING MARKETS. SUPPORTING FARMERS.
 The American Soybean Association represents more than 500,000 soybean 
producers from 30 primary soybean-producing states nationwide. Though not 
a checkoff itself, ASA works with the soy checkoff and strongly supports the 
benefits and ROI checkoffs bring to farmers, rural communities, the entire 
agriculture sector and our nation’s economy.

Checkoffs fund research that helps 
commodities uncover production 
efficiencies, nutrition benefits,  
new usages and new markets. 

 

Checkoffs help growers of all sizes 
pool resources to market and promote 
their commodities to consumers, food 
manufacturers, menu developers and 
other purchase decision makers.
 

This research and promotion helps build 
and maintain demand for the commodity, 
which, in turn, brings ROI to the farmer, 
who then is better able to support their 
family, employees and surrounding rural 
communities.

THE BENEFITS OF CHECKOFFS

$12.34U.S. SOYBEAN
FARMERS RECEIVE

IN ADDED VALUE FOR EVERY DOLLAR 
THEY INVEST IN THEIR SOY CHECKOFF

WHAT IS A CHECKOFF?
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$12.34

* Farmer-leaders who serve on both 
the Kentucky Soybean Board and the 
United Soybean Board are appointed, 
unpaid volunteers.


